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QUEENSLAND. 



PAPERS 



RELATING TO THE 



PACIFIC ISLAND LABOURERS ACT, 1901, 



OF THE 



COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 



No. 1. 

PETITION SIGNED BY 3,000 PACIFIC ISLAND LABOURERS RESIDENT 
IN QUEENSLAND. 

Petition to His Most Excellent Majesty Edward VII., by the Grace of God, of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India. 

Your Majesty’s humble petitioners, certain “ Pacific Island Labourers,” domiciled 
in that portion of Your Majesty’s Dominions known as the State of Queensland, in the 
Commonwealth of Australia, present their humble duty to Your Majesty, and beg to 
submit to Your Majesty, this their humble Petition which showeth that 

A) Tlle y were engaged in their Islands, and brought to Queensland, under the 
provisions of the Queensland Act of 1880, and their rights and duties were explained 
to them before they signed their Agreements for three years’ service upon the planta- 
tions, by Government Officers, as provided by that Act. 

(2) If they wished to return to their Islands at the end of their term of service, they 
were to be provided by their employers with return passages. 

(3) The master or owner of the ship in which they might take their return passages 
bad to bind himself in the sum of five hundred pounds to convey each of them, not only 
to the Island from which he was taken, but also to his native village. 

(4) They could not be sent back to their Islands unless they desired to return, 
but on the termination of an agreement they could claim their free return passage 
if they so willed. 

(5) By a Queensland Act of 1892, the protection and rights of Islanders who 
bad not desired to return to their Islands at the expiration of the first term of service 
were further assured to them. 

(6) Although it was unlawful to engage the services of a Pacific Island Labourer 
except by way of Agreement in the statutory form and for tropical or semi-tropical 
agriculture only, yet it always was lawful for any Islander who had fulfilled his first 
or other Agreement, to enter into any business or occupation in which he could be his 
own master, as freely as domiciled aliens of other colored races have always been per- 
mitted, and are still permitted to do in Australia. 

(7) The disabilities and restrictions as to Islanders working in service, created by 
tbe Queensland Act of 1884, were declared not to apply to Islanders who had during 
tne previous five years been continuously in the Colony. This Act 1 thus recognised 
tnat vested rights could be acquired even by Pacific Island Labourers. 
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No. 16, of 
1901 of The 
Common- 
wealth of 
Australia, 
ss. 8, 9. 



(8) Many of us have learned to read and write, and have long since ceased to work 
in service, and have acquired leasehold land which we have improved and built upon, 
and are now engaged in gardening, fruit growing, fishing, boat building, rough 
carpentry, net making or mending, shop-keeping, hawking, and such like occupations. 

(9) Many of us have been continuously resident in Queensland for upwards of 
twenty years, and during these years our parents and brothers in the Islands have died, 
and we are forgotten there; villages have disappeared, and some of our tribes have 
been exterminated ; we love the land in which we live, and all our friends are here. 
In some instances the Islands from which we were brought have passed under Foreign 
protectorates, and tribal lands have been appropriated, or sold by our Chiefs. 

(10) Many of us have been married in Queensland Churches, to women belonging 
to Islands and tribes with whom our tribal law would not permit us to marry. If we 
took our wives to our old home they would be killed, as also would we if we went to 
theirs. 

(11) Many of us are Christians, and yet some of our Islands are entirely heathen 
and cannibal. If we are sent back to such, we shall be killed or have to deny our 
religion. 

(12) Many of us have children who for years have attended the State Schools of 
Queensland and the Sunday Schools. They are free born, and we thought that we had 
attained at least such freedom as is enjoyed by other colored aliens who came to 
Australia. 

(13) Many of us came to Queensland after hearing from returned Islanders all 
that they understood of British law and freedom. We were tired of the cruelty and 
bloodshed of our Chiefs. We were told that after the three years’ service under our 
Agreements, we could stay in Queensland and choose our own employers, and demand 
better wages if we pleased. The Government Agents also told us that this was the law 
of Queensland. It was the law, and we have bought that freedom under British law of 
Queensland and by contract. 

(14) Queensland is our domicile of choice, and none of us, Your Majesty’s humble 
petitioners, is willing to be sent away in manner enacted by recent law of the Common- 
wealth. We. are as law abiding, honest, sober and industrious as the white Colonists, 
and as loyal and attached to the Throne and Person of Your Most Excellent Majesty, 
but we are a weak people, and have no Consular Officers to plead our cause in the 
Courts of Your Majesty, and we are poor. 

(15) We are informed that an Act of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, says, 
that an Officer may bring before a Police Court any Pacific Island Labourer whom he 
reasonably supposes not to be employed under an agreement, and the Court, if satisfied 
that he is not, and has not during the preceding month been so employed, shall order 
him to be sent away from Australia, and he shall be sent away accordingly, but that 
Islanders who are working under an agreement may stay in Queensland for another 
five years. That those of us who are not serving any master and have no Exemption 
Ticket must be taken and sent away, and that bondmen may stay until December, 
1906, and that any person giving casual employment to a non-exempted Islander maj 
be fined £100. 

(16) The powers enacted by “ The Pacific Island Labourers Act of 1901 ” were 
not possessed by the Government of Queensland, and that Government recognises that 
they are not in accordance with the rights acquired by the Islanders, and we humbly 
submit to Your Majesty, that, 

(a) They give no security or assurance as to the place to which we may be sent. 

(b) They provide for no compensation. 

(c) They affect Islanders, many of whom have been domiciled in Queensland 

for upwards of twenty years, and who have learned to read, write, speak, 
and think only in English. 

(d) They afford no differential treatment for those who for many years have 

professed and practised Christianity, or for those who have married and 
whose children, born in Queensland, are of ages varying from infancy to 
twenty years and upwards. 

(d) They make no provision for those whose native islands have passed under 
foreign control, or whose tribal lands have been alienated. _ 

(; f ) They provide no time -within which free Islanders (not working under an 
agreement) may endeavour to realise their investments. Thousands of 
pounds of their savings have been lent on mortgage by Agents whom they 
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trusted. Such Islanders may be arrested at any time, and sent away from 
Australia by order of a Police Magistrate. Their money, which English 
law taught them to consider as secure, will be lost, or if taken or sent to 
their Islands will be annexed by the Tribal Chief. 

(d) TJey Islanders no voice as to the place to which they may be sent. 

(h) They are applicable to all Pacific Labourers alike, excepting only those who 
have continuously resided in Queensland since September, 1879, and who 
have got Exemption Tickets, and those employed as part of the crew of a 
ship. They apply to native missionaries, teachers, and hospital attendants 
working amongst their brother Islanders in Queensland. (Many hundreds 
of Islanders were unable to obtain these Exemption Tickets on or before 
the 1st September, 1884, and could not legally obtain them since that 
date). 

(i) They will plunge us back into the barbarism which we were induced to leave, 

and will involve for hundreds, if not thousands of us, misery, starvation, 
or death. 

O') They are powers which have never been exercised in any British Country 
against peaceable inhabitants who had been induced, under the law of the 
country, to become domiciled therein. America never thus treated its 
alien races. 

(k) They are contrary to the spirit of English Common Law and of freedom, 
justice and mercy, and are an invasion of contractual obligations entered 
into by a powerful nation with the helpless people of the Pacific Islands. 

17. In our deep distress we approach Your Majesty, in the only way we know 
it mercifully provided by the Constitution for all those who have become domiciled 
under the flag. 

18. Those of us who are unlearned, have conversed with the interpreters, teachers, 

and mends, who live amongst us, and we know all the facts and supplications which 
appear m this our Petition. None of us has been offered any inducement or threat 
to lead to. our joining in this Islanders’ prayer, as those who have witnessed our signa- 
tures testify. 6 

Your Suppliants Therefore Humbly Pray that Your 
Majesty may be graciously pleased to disallow and 
annul the law of the Act No. 16 of the Common- 
wealth of Australia, in manner provided by the 
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act, or 
may otherwise graciously order that right be done. 

And Your Majesty’s Petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 



Section 2, of 
Act No. 16, of 
1901 of the 
Common- 
weal tii. 
Section 11, of 
Queensland 
Act, 47 Yic. 
No. 12. 



No. 2. 



Mb. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor Sir H. C. CHERMSIDE. 



Sir, 



T ., . Downing Street, Angust 30, 1902. 

June 1 »<AI E ,“ nour to . acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 23rd 
?;P etll T addressed to His Majesty by certain Pacific Island 
Mbcurers (iomicded in Queensland with regard to the “ Pacific Island Labourers Act, 
of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Maie 2 ,Wh 0U n- h T al If dy A b een informed that it has been decided not to advise His 
erotmLl^t^r 1 s W . the A ot Th r at decision was taken on the broad constitutional 
Sis Ma A m ™l Tes no Im P erial Public interest, and that in other matters 
S&AST' ru™,- prepare ? *° ?? ke u P° n themselves the functions 

of those eoo 0 -n etlt i° n porwar d ed .in your despatch contains nothing to weaken the force 
to Sse hTs Mots°t nS ; laymg / be£ore the Kin S- 1 have therefore been unable 
that TOU t0 g !X e any directions with regard to it; and I have to request 

you will cause the petitioners to be informed accordingly. 

* Not printed. 
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4. I may add that before any active steps are taken to arrange for the deporta- 
tion of Pacific Island Labourers from Queensland, the Commonwealth Government 
propose to adopt such precautionary measures as are desirable to ensure their return 
to their proper villages. It is being suggested to the Prime Minister that, with that 
view, the Government should place itself in communication with the Resident Deputy 
Commissioners in the Solomon Islands and the New Hebrides ; and I have no doubt 
that the Commonwealth Government will do its utmost to minimize any hardships con- 
sequent upon the deportation of the Pacific Island Labourers. 

I have, &c., 

J. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Governor 

Sir H. C. Chermside, G.C.M.G., C.B., 

&c., &c., &c. 
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